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Fantastic Stash 

by Shaina Bilow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finished Measurements: Varies  

Needle: US 9 (5.5mm) 40” circular needle or size needed to obtain gauge 

Hook: US I/9 (5.5mm) crochet hook for the scalloped edging 

Gauge: 16 stitches = 4” in stockinette and garter stitches using worsted weight 

Yarn: Worsted, DK, Sport, and Fingering weight yarns in various quantities. If made entirely 

with worsted weight, about 850 yards is needed for an average-sized shawl.   

Additional Materials: four clear baggies, tapestry needle, stitch markers. 
 

By holding fingering and DK weight together or by doubling the sport weight, all of the yarns 

work harmoniously when striped with the single strand of worsted weight. This is a great way 

to use up odds and ends in your stash. The shawl is worked from to top center towards the 

outer edges using different yarns and stitch patterns for visual interest.  
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About Selecting Yarns: 
Before beginning the shawl, arrange yarns into weight categories. 

The chart below will help you determine yarn weight if you have a 

label (sts per inch) or do not have a label (wraps per inch). Place 

each weight category into a separate, labeled (see page 5), clear 

plastic bag.  

If you are using remnants from your stash or yarns without a label, it may be difficult to determine exact 

yardage. Gather up as much as you can and purchase a few extra balls of yarn from your local yarn 

shop if it will give you peace of mind. The chart below shows how much yardage will be needed for 

each yarn weight if the entire shawl is made in that weight alone. When using different weight yarns, 

yardage amounts must combine to equal 850 yards.  
As it will be held double strand, a 400 yard ball of sport weight yarn will account for 200 yards towards the total yardage of 

the blanket.  

 

 

 

 

 

Determining Wraps Per Inch  

1. Take a straight knitting needle and mark off a 1” space with 

masking tape 

2. Gently wrap your yarn around the needle between the tape to 

determine the number of wraps per inch the yarn yields 

 

 

 

                   

          

    

 14 wraps within the inch = “DK” weight          11 wraps within the inch = “worsted” 

weight 
 

 

Technical Suggestions:  

• Alternate garter stitch stripes with stripes of the other stitch patterns so the shawl will 

maintain a 90 degree angle at the bottom and a flat edge on the top.   

• Place a marker to mark the RS of the work.  

• Change colors only on RS rows.  

• Work the first row of any new color or stitch pattern in KNIT. This is reflected in the stitch 

patterns on page 4.   

• The stitch patterns, written on page 4, assume an odd number of stitches on the 

needle.  

• To estimate if you have enough yarn to work a row, lay the yarn out across the width 

of the work on the needles three times. If the yarn measures 3 times the width, you 

should have enough for one row. You would need 6 times the width to work two rows. 

Example: if the shawl measures 20” across on the needles, 60” of yarn is needed for 

one row and 120” of yarn is needed for two rows. 

 WORSTED DK SPORT FINGERING 

Yardage 850 850 1700 850 

Typical gauge of yarn per 1” 4-4.5 sts  5-5.5 sts 6-6.5 sts 7-8 sts 

Wraps Per Inch (see below) 9-11 12-14 15-18 19-21 

Held ______ for shawl Single strand With fingering Double strand With DK 
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Aesthetic Suggestions: 

• Work stitch patterns at varying widths for visual interest. This also ensures that you do 

not need to be concerned about maintaining symmetry if you run short on a color. 

• Change patterns as you change colors to give the shawl a patchwork look. 

• Separate multicolor yarns with stripes of solid yarns. 

• Choose one to three colors to be repeated consistently in the shawl.  

• Commit one or two colors of yarn to a specific stitch pattern throughout. Example: 

always work color A in ribbing and color B in garter stitch.  
 

Instructions 
Reminder: 

Worsted weight yarn will be held single strand in the shawl 

DK weight yarn will be held with a strand of fingering weight yarn in the shawl 

Sport weight yarn will be held double strand in the shawl 

 

Begin the shawl with a garter stitch stripe to familiarize yourself with the general increasing 

pattern as follows: 

 

Cast on 7 stitches in the method of your choice, or, with the working yarn, make a loose 

slipknot that will close from the tail. With larger needle, work [k1, yo] 3 times into slipknot and 

k1 again. 7 sts total. This technique will yield a closed loop with the 7 sts bursting out like a 

star. Snazzy! 

 

Knit one WS row.  

 

Row 1 (RS): k1tbl, k1, yo, k1, yo, pm, k1, pm, yo, k1, yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front. 4 sts 

increased. 11 sts on needles 

Row 2 (WS): k1tbl, knit to the last stitch, slip 1 stitch purlwise with yarn in front. 

Row 3 (RS): k1tbl, k1, yo, knit to the marker, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, knit to the last 2 sts, yo, k1, slip 1 

purlwise with yarn in front. 4 sts increased.  

Row 4 (WS): k1tbl, knit to the last stitch, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.   

Repeat rows 3 and 4 for desired depth of the first color, ending after completing a WS row.  

 

Make it your own: 

This is the part where you get to be the designer! Following the instructions for each stitch as 

laid out on page 4, change patterns and colors as desired (but only on RS rows!) until the 

shawl is desired depth, measured along the center spine. Bind off loosely.   

 

Finishing: Weave in ends and block to desired size. 

 

Stitches and their increasing patterns 
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Stitch Type Pattern 
Garter Stitch 

 

RS rows: k1tbl, k1, yo, knit to the marker, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, knit to the 

last 2 sts, yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.  

WS rows: k1tbl, knit to the last stitch, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.   

Repeat these two rows, ending after completing a WS row.  

 
 

Stockinette Stitch 

 

RS rows: k1tbl, k1, yo, knit to the marker, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, knit to the 

last 2 sts, yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.  

WS rows: k1tbl, k1, purl to the marker, sm, k1, sm, purl to the last 2 sts, k1, 

slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.   

Repeat these two rows, ending after completing a WS row.  

 

Diagonal Lace 

Mesh 
RS rows: k1tbl, k1, yo, *k2tog, yo; repeat from * to one stitch before the 

marker, k1, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, k1, *yo, ssk; repeat from * to the last 2 sts, 

yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.  

WS rows: k1tbl, k1, purl to the marker, sm, k1, sm, purl to the last 2 sts, k1, 

slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.   

Repeat these two rows, ending after completing a WS row.  

 
K1P1 Ribbing 

 

Row 1 (RS): k1tbl, k1, yo, knit to the marker, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, knit to 

the last 2 sts, yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.  

Row 2 (WS): k1tbl, k1, *p1, k1; repeat from * to one stitch before the 

marker, p1, sm, k1, sm, *p1, k1; repeat from * to the last 3 sts, p1, k1, slip 

1 purlwise with yarn in front.  

Row 3: k1tbl, k1, yo, *k1, p1; repeat from * to one stitch before the 

marker, k1, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, *k1, p1; repeat from * to the last 3 sts, k1, 

yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front.   

Row 4: k1tbl, k1, *k1, p1; repeat from * to one stitch before the marker, 

k1, sm, k1, sm, *k1, p1; repeat from * to the last 3 sts, k2, slip 1 purlwise 

with yarn in front.  

Row 5: k1tbl, k1, yo, *p1, k1; repeat from * to one stitch before the 

marker, p1, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo, *p1, k1; repeat from * to the last 3 sts, p1, 

yo, k1, slip 1 purlwise with yarn in front 

Repeat rows 2-5 for the ribbing, ending after completing a WS row 

(row 2 or 4) 
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 Keep these abbreviations handy as you knit    
 

 

         Cut out the yarn weight labels to place in your clear plastic bags            

Abbreviations 

K – Knit; k1tbl – knit one stitch through the back loop; k2tog – knit two stitches together to decrease; P – Purl; pm – 

place a marker; RS – right side (public side) of the work; SSK -  slip one stitch as to knit, slip another stitch as to knit, 

insert the left0hand needle into the fronts of the two slippes stitches and knit the two stitches together to decrease 

one. WS – wrong side (back) of the work; yds – yards. YO – yarn over – wrap the yarn around the needle counter-

clockwise to create an eyelet and increase one stitch.  

Fantastic Stash 

Worsted 
Weight 

use single strand 
 

Fantastic Stash 

DK 
Weight 

use with fingering weight  
 

Fantastic Stash 

Fingering 
Weight 

use with DK weight 
 

Fantastic Stash 

Sport  
Weight 

use double strand 
 


